
NEW DELHI, MAR 18:
The Supreme Court on Mon-
day refused to stay the order
of the Himachal Pradesh As-
sembly Speaker disqualify-
ing six Congress rebels, who
had cross-voted in the recent
Rajya Sabha polls in the
state.

A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta
issued notice to the office of
HP Assembly speaker
Kuldeep Singh Pathania and
sought its response to the
plea in four weeks.

The bench said that pend-
ing adjudication of their plea,
rebel HP Congress MLAs will
not be allowed to vote or par-
ticipate in the proceedings of
the Assembly.

"On the question of by-

election on six vacant seats,
we will have to examine
whether the elections which
have been notified by the ECI
are to be stayed during the

pendency of plea," the bench
said. It posted the matter for
listing on May 6 and gave the
rebel MLAs a week to file
their rejoinder.

The filing of nominations
for six vacant assembly seats
starts on May 7.

The six rebels -- Sudhir
Sharma, Ravi Thakur, Rajin-
der Rana, Inder Dutt
Lakhanpal, Chetanya
Sharma and Devinder Ku-
mar Bhutto -- were disquali-
fied on February 29, for de-
fying a Congress whip to be
present in the House and
vote in favour of the Hi-
machal Pradesh government
during the cut motion and
budget.

Following the disqualifica-
tion of the rebels, the House's
effective strength has gone
down to 62 from 68, while
the number of Congress
MLAs has shrunk to 34 from
40.

SC refuses to stay HP Assembly Speaker
order disqualifying rebel Congress MLAs

NEW DELHI, AJMER,
MAR 18: Four coaches of
the Sabarmati-Agra super-
fast train derailed near the
Ajmer station on Monday
morning, officials said.

No loss of life was reported
in the incident that occurred
at around 1 am, they said,
adding that the express train
was on its way to Agra.

"The incident took place
when the train crossed Ajmer
station and it was about to
reach Madar station. The rea-
son for the derailment is not
known yet," Shashi Kiran,
Chief Public Relations Offi-
cer, North Western Railway
(NWR) Zone, told PTI.

"No injury or casualty has
been reported. The train
movement in the up/down
direction towards the Delhi
side has already started. We
are about to start the services
in the Uttar Pradesh direc-

tion too," he added.
The NWR has set up a

helpdesk at the Ajmer station
and also released a helpline

number -- 0145-2429642 --
for relatives of the passengers
travelling on the train, the of-
ficial said.

"Six trains have been can-
celled and two trains have
been diverted to other
routes," Kiran said.

Four coaches of Sabarmati-Agra superfast
train derail in Rajasthan's Ajmer, no casualty

MATHURA, MAR 18:
Over 20 people were injured
when the railing of a stair-
case broke at the Radha Rani
temple in Barsana which was
brimming with devotees, the
temple priest said on Mon-
day.

The incident took place on
Sunday evening when devo-
tees were waiting for several
hours for the doors of the
temple to open.

A pre-holi celebration was
organised at the temple and a
huge number of devotees
had flocked to the temple
when the railing collapsed,
according to the temple
priest.

Dr. Manoj Vashishtha, in-
charge of Barsana's Commu-
nity Health Centre, said 22
people were brought to the
centre after the incident and
most of them have suffered

fractures. District Magistrate
Shailendra Kumar Singh
said the injured were pro-
vided immediate treatment.

The crowd was subse-

quently controlled and the
devotees were facilitated in
having a darshan.

According to eyewitnesses,
a large number of devotees

were trying to get hold of
'ladoos' being distributed as
part of the celebration at the
temple when the incident
took place.

Railing collapses at Radha Rani temple in
Barsana, over 20 devotees injured

RAMPUR (UP), MAR
18: A court here on Monday
sentenced Samajwadi Party
(SP) leader Azam Khan to
seven years in prison and a
imposed a fine of Rs 8 lakh
on him over the forced de-
molition of a house in Dun-
garpur in 2016.

The MP-MLA court also
sentenced three others to five
years in prison and imposed a
fine of Rs 2.5 lakh on each of
them in the case, senior pros-
ecution officer Amarnath Ti-
wari said.

The court of Judge Vijay
Kumar convicted Azam
Khan, a former Uttar
Pradesh minister, Azhar
Ahmed Khan, a former
chairperson of the municipal
corporation, Ale Hasan, a
former police circle officer,

and Barkat Ali, according to
Tiwari.

Three other accused -- Ji-
bran, Farman and Omendra
Chauhan -- in the case were
acquitted by the court, the of-
ficer said.

Seven people, including
Azam Khan, were booked in
2019 for the forced demoli-
tion of the house in 2016
when the SP was in power in
Uttar Pradesh.

The case was registered at

the Ganj police station in
Rampur, Tiwari said.

They were booked under
Indian Penal Code sections
447 (punishment for crimi-
nal trespass), 504 (inten-
tional insult with intent to
provoke breach of peace),
506 (punishment for crimi-
nal intimidation), 395 (pun-
ishment for dacoity), 412
(dishonestly receiving prop-
erty stolen in the commis-
sion of a dacoity) and 427
(mischief causing damage to
the amount of fifty rupees),
he said.

The case was filed against
them after change of govern-
ment in the state.

Azam Khan (75) is cur-
rently serving a sentence in
the Sitapur jail in another
criminal case.

UP: Rampur court sentences SP leader Azam Khan
to 7 years in prison in 2016 house demolition case

NEW DELHI, MAR 18:
BRS leader K Kavitha and
some others "conspired"
with top AAP leaders, includ-
ing Arvind Kejriwal and
Manish Sisodia, to get
favours in the now-scrapped
Delhi excise policy by paying
Rs 100 crore to the political
party that rules Delhi, the
Enforcement Directorate al-
leged on Monday.

Forty-six-year-old Kavitha,
the MLC daughter of former
Telangana chief minister K
Chandrashekar Rao, was ar-
rested by the federal agency
last week from her Hyder-
abad home and she is in the
ED custody till March 23.

Probe found, the ED
claimed in a statement, that
Kavitha along with others
"conspired with the top lead-
ers of AAP including Arvind
Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia
for getting favours in the
Delhi excise policy-formula-
tion and implementation."
"In exchange of these
favours, she was involved in
paying Rs 100 crore to the
leaders of AAP," the agency
said.

By the acts of "corruption
and conspiracy" in the for-
mulation and implementa-
tion of Delhi excise policy
2021-22, a continuous
stream of illegal funds in the
form of kickback from the
wholesalers was generated
for the AAP, it said.

It alleged "Kavitha and her
associates were to recover
the proceeds of crime paid in
advance to AAP and to fur-
ther generate profits/pro-
ceeds of crime from this en-
tire conspiracy." The agency,
while seeking the remand of
Kavitha last week, told the
special Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
court that she was "one of the
kingpins, a key conspirator
and beneficiary of the Delhi
excise policy scam".

Kavitha asserted earlier
that she had done nothing
wrong and alleged that the
Centre was "using" the ED as
the BJP could not gain a

"backdoor entry" into Telan-
gana.

The Aam Aadmi Party has
accused the BJP was using
ED and CBI as its "goons" to
finish off political opponents.

The agency said it has con-
ducted searches at 245 loca-
tions across the country since
the registration of a case in
2022 and has arrested 15
persons, including former
Delhi deputy CM and Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
Manish Sisodia, AAP leader
Sanjay Singh and some
liquor businessmen.

It has filed a total of six
charge sheets in this case till
now and had attached assets

worth over Rs 128 crore.
The ED and the CBI have

alleged that the Delhi gov-
ernment's excise policy to
grant licences to liquor
traders allowed cartelisation
and favoured certain dealers
who had allegedly paid
bribes for it, a charge
strongly refuted by the AAP.

The policy was subse-
quently scrapped and Delhi
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena recommended a
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) probe into the ir-
regularities in its formulation
and implementation. Later,
the ED registered a case un-
der the PMLA.

Kavitha conspired with AAP leaders Kejriwal,
Sisodia to get favours in Delhi excise policy: ED

NEW DELHI, MAR 19:
A Delhi court has directed
Tihar Jail officials to take
Aam Aadmi Party leader
Sanjay Singh, who is ar-
rested in the excise scam
case, to Parliament on Tues-
day to enable him to take
oath as a Rajya Sabha mem-
ber.

Special Judge M K Nagpal
directed the jail superinten-
dent to ensure adequate se-
curity during Singh's move-
ment.

"The Jail Superintendent
concerned is directed to en-
sure that accused is taken to
Parliament on 19.03.2024
under adequate security for
the purpose of making and
subscribing of oath as a
Member and after the oath,
he is also brought back to the
jail safely," the judge said.

In an order passed on
March 16, the judge said that
during the visit Singh will

not be permitted to use mo-
bile phone or talk with any
other accused, suspect or
witness in this case, or in the
connected case of the CBI.

He shall also not be per-
mitted to address the press
or hold any public meeting,
judge Nagpal said.

However, he may be per-

mitted to meet his counsel as
well as his family members
during the visit, the judge
said.

He passed the order while
granting Singh exemption
from personal appearance
before the court on March
19, when the case is listed for
further hearing.

Sanjay Singh was arrested
by the Enforcement Direc-
torate in a money launder-
ing case linked to the now-
scrapped Delhi excise policy
case and is presently in judi-
cial custody.

The ED started its investi-
gation based on a CBI case.
The ED is probing the
money laundering part of
the alleged scam.

It is alleged in the CBI case
that irregularities were com-
mitted while modifying the
excise policy to extend un-
due favours to licence-hold-
ers; licence fee was waived or
reduced and the L-1 licence
(granted for the wholesale
supply of Indian liquor) was
extended without the com-
petent authority's approval.

The beneficiaries allegedly
diverted "illegal" gains to the
accused officials and made
false entries in their books of
account to evade detection.

Court directs Tihar officials to take Sanjay
Singh to Parl for oath as RS MP

NEW DELHI, MAR 18:
Under attack for his "fight
against shakti" remark made
at a rally in Mumbai, Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Monday clarified that he
was not talking about any re-
ligious power but the 'shakti'
of unrighteousness, corrup-
tion and falsehood.

He accused Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi of twist-
ing his words and said he was
speaking about the power of
which Modi was wearing the
mask.

"Modi ji does not like my
words, he always tries to
change their meaning by
twisting them in some way or
the other because he knows
that I have spoken a solemn
truth.

"The 'shakti' (power) that
I mentioned, Modi ji is the
mask of that power and we
are fighting against it. It is
such a power that today it has
captured India's voice, In-
dia's institutions, the CBI, I-T,
ED, Election Commission,
the media, Indian industry
and the entire constitutional
structure of India in its
clutches," he said in post in
Hindi on X.

Using the same 'shakti'
(power), he alleged, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

waives loans worth thou-
sands of crores of Indian
banks, while an Indian
farmer commits suicide
when he is unable to repay a
loan of a few thousand ru-
pees.

"The same 'shakti' (power)
is given India's ports, India's
airports, while India's youth
is given the gift of 'Agniveer'
that breaks their courage.
While saluting the same
power day and night, the
country's media suppresses
the truth.

"Narendra Modi ji, who is a
slave of the same power, im-
poses GST on the poor of the
country without controlling

inflation and auctions the
country's wealth to increase
the strength of that power.

"I recognise that power
and so does Narendra Modi
ji. It is not any kind of reli-
gious power, it is the power
of unrighteousness, corrup-
tion and falsehood. That's
why whenever I raise my
voice against it, Modi ji and
his machine of lies gets upset
and enraged," Gandhi said.

At a rally in Mumbai,
Gandhi commented that the
"fight against Modi is not on a
personal level since Modi is
a 'mask' who works for a
'shakti' (power)".

Alleging that the INDIA

bloc's manifesto talks about
finishing 'shakti', Prime
Minister Modi on Monday
said the fight is between
those who want to destroy
'shakti' and those who wor-
ship them.

Addressing a rally in
Telangana, Modi said that
for him, every mother and
every daughter is a form of
'shakti' and that he worships
them.

He said the nation dedi-
cated 'Chandrayaan's' suc-
cess to 'Shiv Shakti' and the
opposition parties are talk-
ing of destroying 'shakti'.

"On Sunday in Mumbai,
there was an INDI Alliance

rally after the announcement
of the schedule for elections.
They announced their mani-
festo in the rally. In Mum-
bai's Shivaji Park, they said
their fight was against
'Shakti'. For me, every
mother, every daughter is a
form of 'shakti'. Mothers and
sisters, I worship you as
'shakti'. I am Bharat Maa's
'pujari',” he said.

"INDI Alliance in its mani-
festo announced to
finish/destroy 'shakti'. I ac-
cept their challenge. I will
sacrifice my life for the secu-
rity of mothers and sisters,"
he further said.

'Shakti' I spoke about not religious, but power of
unrighteousness, corruption and falsehood: Rahul
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